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ABSTRACTS
(1)

The Right to Life versus the Means to Live: Towards an Understanding of the Limits of Liberal Democracy in Africa

Kunle Amuwo

International Crisis Group, Dakar, Senegal
Since its formalization, Rhetoric has been credited with the power to shape communities, form the character of citizens and positively impact civic life. Rhetoric has emerged, at best, very slowly in much of post-1990 ‘democratic’ Africa as a critical instrument for influencing politics or persuading the electorate. Twenty plus years after the historic and seemingly paradigmatic Beninese Sovereign National Conference, the practice of using the people as a sociological fraud during electoral consultations has hardly abated. Electoralism, not genuine or popular democracy, appears to have been the name of the game. This explains why many Africans are asking when (liberal, donor) democracy will come to an end – akin to their pre-1990 interrogation about when (juridical) independence would wound down!

We argue that the structural disconnect between constitutionally-guaranteed right to life and the reality of the World Bank/IMF-stipulated capitalist economic system that effectively denies the means to live to millions of Africans is making democracy qua democracy increasingly unattractive on the continent. There is a yawning gap between political freedoms and markets, between so-called rapid economic growth (with Nigeria currently the third-fastest growing economy on earth) and redistributive or equity politics (over 70 per cent of Nigerians in 2010 lived below the poverty line, according to official statistics published in 2012). It is also reflected in the tax regime, such that, as in the US, the richer you are the less tax you pay!

In terms of electoral politics, the foregoing is reflected in the hiatus between, on the one   hand, mass/popular democratic movements/organisations/aspirations (that postulate democracy in utilitarian terms, as a means to an end) and, on the other, elite politics (for whom democracy is an end in itself).

In theoretical terms, this intervention will juxtapose the insights and arguments of leading liberal elitist and democracy theorists (such as Samuel Huntington, Robert Dahl and Joseph Schumpeter) for whom democracy, at best processual and non-substantive, is a ‘luxury’ reserved for the rich and those of progressive social theorists (notably Adam Ferguson, Karl Marx, Karl Polanyi and Ernesto Laclau) who argue that the forces of capitalism are inimical to democracy and treat democracy in substantive terms.

Using Nigeria, South Africa and Senegal as case studies, the paper makes the case for both democratic development (that is, democracy as an intrinsic part of development anchored on the people and the totality of their culture) and a post-liberal and post-capitalist system as a recipe for the resolution of the state of permanent crisis in much of Africa.     

(2)
Rhetorical communication as a precursor of democracy and political development, globally, in Africa and in Nigeria
Isah E. Momoh 
Pan-African University, Lagos, Nigeria
Based on the hegemony theory of communication and the dispute on whether rhetoric addresses feelings and untruth for persuasion (Plato) or logic and truthfulness (Aristotle), this paper affirms that rhetoric, like all forms of language and communication is usually persuasive and hegemonic and so is used for political development, governance, control, sensitization and mobilization (McQuail, 2010). It is also used for propaganda (Lippmann, Snow, Chomsky). From these perspectives, all political development can be seen to develop from and after (i.e. in the pattern) the dictates/indications of rhetorical communication. This view is also upheld by Gerbner in his Mainstream theory and by the fact that God is reported in both the Bible and the Koran to have pronounced creation into being. The view is also supported by the natural cry of a new born baby before it begins to live on earth. Applied to the political scene, this paper traces how Nigeria’s political developments have always been shaped by the political rhetoric prevailing at that time; and therefore calls for cautionary approach to rhetoric and more honest political communication, specially in Africa.

(3)
Rhetoric and Dramaturgy of Climate Change Awareness Campaign in Greg Mbajiorgu’s Wake up Everyone

Adeyemi Adegoju
Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria

This article attempts a critical reading of Greg Mbajiorgu’s play, Wake up Everyone, which dramatises some of the challenges that come to the fore when an awareness campaign on a global phenomenon such as climate change is being launched in a typical African setting. Highlighting the Nigerian experience, the article attempts a literary interpretation of the frantic and selfless interventionist moves made by the protagonist-environmentalist to sensitise the people of his local environment and how such laudable patriotic commitments regrettably do not enjoy the willpower of the political class. Applying the theory of Ecocriticism which explores the relationship between literature and the physical environment, the article examines the dramaturgy and rhetorical strokes which the playwright-environmentalist deploys for effective environmental campaign awareness in a local setting composed of largely conservative local dwellers. This paper seeks to establish the relevance of rhetorical dynamics to advocacy, particularly as it touches on global issues that local audiences somewhat feel indifferent to for certain traditional or cultural reasons.     

(4)
Climate Change and Adaptation in Nigeria: Beyond Political Rhetoric

Randy O. SAKPERE

Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria

Climate change is one of the most serious environmental and human threats undermining the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and it has emerged as a major challenge to development in the 21st century. Over the course of the 21st century, climate change has made significant impact on the economy, society and environment of Nigeria, but the political response to this phenomenon is ‘mere rhetoric’, re-classified as Rhetoric B by Wayne Booth. This paper identifies fundamental issues about climate change and some of its manifestations in Nigeria.  It also examines political response to the problem of climate change in Nigeria with a view to ascertain implementation of responses to mitigate and adapt to climate change.
The paper combines literature review with empirical data from interviews of various actors in the Nigerian climate policy process. Primary data were generated from personal interviews with civil society organisations, government agencies that are saddled with issues of climate change, oil companies and other stakeholders involve in climate change mitigation. Secondary data, on the other hand, were obtained from official publications, documentations, paper clippings and internet services. The analyses confirm that there is a lack of cohesion between political initiatives and institutions, and a weak implementation of environmental laws, which calls for urgent action to alleviate the negative effects of climate change in the country. The paper also shows that that the political class have not utilised political will to mitigate and adapt to climate change; rather it has been mere rhetoric.

The study concluded that there has been non-implementation of the environmental laws on climate change rather the political response to climate change in Nigeria has been mere rhetoric. Nigeria needs to assume greater ownership over the climate change adaptation process to ensure both its sustainability and management according to national development priorities.
(5)
Financial Crisis and Africa: The Rhetoric and Illusion of Greater Inclusion in Global Financial and Economic Governance

Iwebunor Okwechime

Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria

It is held in some academic circles that the current global financial and economic crisis has accorded Africa and other emerging market economies of Latin America and the Caribbean greater inclusion in global financial and economic governance. Based on neoliberal perception and interpretation, this assertion explains the phenomenon of “greater inclusion” in terms of the increasing prominence of the G20 as the locus of international cooperation following the onset of the crisis in 2007. According to this school of thought, the increasing roles of countries like China, India South Africa (and possibly Nigeria, which is not a member] have signposted a shifted away from the Bretton Woods institutions. This paper takes a different and more radical view. It contends, on the contrary, that the current global crisis has served to intensify the integration of Africa and other emerging economies into the global capitalist system over which they have no control. A sober analysis of the situation reveals that from the era of the Atlantic slave trade to the period of the legitimate trade to the present, the emerging market economies have become an integral part of the cycles of boom and burst that have characterised the economies of the countries of the West. Each cycle of boom and burst feeds into and escalates the process of integration and dependency, rather than inclusion. By way of conclusion, the paper notes that neoliberal policies like the Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP] of the 1980s and its package of harsh conditionalities were invariably designed to deepen Africa’s integration into the capitalist system and intensify its dependence on the Western capitalist nations, rather than ensure greater inclusion in global financial and economic governance.

(6)
Subversive Rhetoric in Popular Nigerian Films
Tunde Onikoyi

Institutional Affiliation: University of Ibadan, Nigeria

In literary studies, subversion has come to illustrate one thing: Negative reactions in form of speeches and tones against ‘self imposed/ un-constituted authority’. Postcolonial situations in Nigeria have turned observer into become a ‘rhetorian’, i.e. the politician, dictator, creative writer, filmmaker, dictator, the social crusader, the literary person and critic, the marginalized and so on. In spite of becoming a postcolonial nation, the quagmire and contretemps of bad leadership is still a recurring issue in the discourse of literary, filmic and political studies. Popular Nigerian Films, have served as tools for critiquing the local hegemonic tendencies of Nigerian leaders and their fallacious practices. At stake in this paper, is an explication of subversive rhetoric of the character-critics, which operates as ‘reactionary motifs’, against the undemocratic practices of the Nigerian leaders, in the cinematographic oeuvre of Tunde Kelani. With references to some Nigerian authored films, for example, Campus Queen, Saworo Ide  and Agogo Ewo, we shall examine how Kelani employs a variety of rhetorical techniques (with apt characters) to displace the seemingly immoveable force of despotic/self imposed leaders. The paper therefore attempts to examine how rhetoric would help to place leaders with the suitable qualities in the right positions in order to perform the much required and truly- fancied leadership role in a democracy through the home video ‘text’.

(7)
Political Discourse in Post-Conflict Niger Delta: De-gendering the Problem?

Adaora Osondu
Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria

With the declaration of Amnesty programme in Niger Delta in 2009, political discourse has been on-going in the right direction to help sustain peace in the region. Discourse has centered on the re-integration of militants and equipping them with various skills and training programmes. Nonetheless, it has been observed that the discourse (text or talk) has not been particularly inclusive. For instance, women’s involvement hardly features in the post conflict discourse.  Thus, this paper seeks to examine the nature of the present political discourse in post conflict Niger Delta. It tends to establish whether political discourse is de-gendering the Niger Delta problem in the current post conflict peace process. The major question this paper seeks to answer is: is political discourse de-gendering the problem in the present peace process? What then are the implications of de-gendering the problem of Niger Delta in post conflict discourse?
(8)
Environmental Changes and Government Responses in Nigeria
John A. Akande and B.A. Olunlade

Bowen University, Iwo, Osun State, Nigeria

Environmental stress due to climate change invokes undesirable effects, and is accompanied by variability outside normal biometric predictions. Natural resources are the supplier of material wealth that shapes our industry and civilization. These resources comprising air, water, land, flora and fauna are climate linked, also utilizable for food, clothing and shelter, but when carelessly handled portend imminent environmental disaster. The economically disadvantaged countries are more vulnerable and it is on record that minor climate deteriorations can cause devastating socio-economic consequences. In response, Nigeria has over the years employed the instrumentation of established organs, parastatals and committees to tackle environmental problems in the country. Nigeria is a party to the United Nations Framework on Climate Change Convention (UNFCCC) and an active participant at various international meetings on climate change issues including the annual conference of parties (CoPs) aimed at creating sustainable environmental policies. Mitigation strategies for reducing greenhouse gas emission (GHG) in Nigeria have so far concentrated on reducing petroleum associated gas flaring, energy efficiency in industrial production and processing, resource use efficiency through waste minimization and recycling efforts also solid waste management while showing interest in adaptation efforts to remove associated health hazards through adjustments in ecological and social systems in response to the actual or expected impacts of climate change. However, not much had been achieved due to inadequate financial commitment. Nigeria actually needs to budget and provide substantial mitigation funds while sourcing for carbon credits and other clean development (CDM) funds from international networks.

(9)
Re-Enacting the Social Contract for Effective Governance and Civil Society Empowerment in Nigeria
Peace Jiboku and Olusola Ogunnubi

Institutional Affiliation: University of KwaZulu-Natal, Pietermaritzburg, South Africa
The idea of a ‘Social Contract’ explicitly explains a pattern of mutual-reciprocal relationship supposed to exist between the state and the society. The state has particular roles and responsibilities towards its citizenry which, of course, should represent its aggregated interests. On the flip side, the citizenry is expected to perform specific obligatory duties and responsibilities for the growth and development of the state. Democracy is founded on the principles of the social contract which stipulates a two sided affair, upon which the promotion of order and effective governance in the state can be guaranteed. Paradoxically and unfortunately so, the Nigerian state with its colonial origin and post-colonial institutional reflections has failed in the performance of its own side of the contract and this has had negative implications on the citizens towards active participation in the political and democratic space. The resultant effect of this reality is that, poverty is widespread, massive illiteracy and unemployment rate, institutionalized bribery and corruption leading eventually to a feeling of apathy from the people. By corollary, there is a general loss of confidence in governmental institutions and public affairs, coupled with a feeling of alienation from government. The wide gap of separation and disconnect which is very obvious between the Nigerian state and the civil society is evidence of the collapse of the social contract of the people and the state where its leaders have constantly failed to provide pre-election promises, and have proven to be election riggers, insincere, greedy, self-centred and indifferent to the needs of the people who they are supposed to protect.  This paper contends that election campaign promises and commitment of politicians particularly during periods of electioneering and democratic transitions are mere oratorical pronouncements of empty and unfulfilled promises that are in most cases not emanating from carefully thought out processes as evidenced in their failures to appropriate democratic dividends in the lives of the Nigerian people.  It therefore submits that that a re-enacting of the principles and values of the ‘Social Contract’ in the minds of the Nigerian civil society is crucial if its democracy is to inspire the much needed impetus for its development and empowerment of the Nigerian people.
Keywords: Social Contract; Development; Nigerian State; Civil Society, Election Campaign; Rhetoric

(10)
Reframing the Environmental Discourse: NGOs and the Democratic struggle in Nigeria

Akin Iwilade

Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria

This paper interrogates the role of environmental NGOs in the struggle for democracy in Nigeria. In particular, it examines how environmental issues, particularly in the oil rich Niger delta, have come to symbolize the society’s craving for greater inclusion in the political process. The paper argues that because of its linkages to the nature of economic production, environmental crisis has been particularly useful in driving the democracy discourse in Nigeria. Indeed, it contends that the environmental discourse often masks a broader demand for democratization and the rights of communities to reproduce economically. This demand, in the context of intensifying pressures and competition over scarce resources, has the potential of denying the environmental crisis in the Niger delta its distinct identity. The paper uses the Ogoni struggle, championed by the Movement for the Survival of the Ogoni People (MOSOP) to demonstrate the linkages between resource extraction, environmental degradation and democracy. By focusing on the role of organizations like this, the paper intends to draw attention to the increasing relevance of NGOs in the critical analytical and political space that straddles the realms of environment discourse, sustainable development and democratization. Given the nature of this study, a materialist theoretical framework is considered necessary. In consequence, a political economy approach is utilized to highlight the connection between the impact of capital and economic crisis on the one hand, and the framing of the environmental discourse by MOSOP in democratic terms on the other. The paper notes that by linking environmental crisis to democratization and the interactions of power within the Nigerian federation, NGOs have been able to gain support for the environment. It may however have dire implications for the environmental movement in Nigeria. This is because since ownership and not necessarily sustainability is the central theme of such discourse on resource extraction, NGOs may not be framing the environmental discourse in the way it should be. The paper concludes by providing alternative methods of framing the environmental discourse in a developing world context like Nigeria. 

(11)
Twenty Years of Democracy in Africa: Progress, Failure, and the Role of the Media

Ritchard Tamba M’Bayo, Samuel K. Tesunbi and Idorenyin Akpan
The American University of Nigeria, Yola, Adamawa State, Nigeria
The democratization process has yielded some significant dividends in certain aspects of political life in Africa. Between 1990 and 1994 alone, more than half of the continent’s 42 one-party states held “democratic” elections and installed “democratic” regimes (Bratton and van de Walle, 1997; Ibrahim, 2003). By the turn of the century, almost all African countries had experienced some sort of a rebirth of democracy against tremendous odds and in the face of inflexible political authority. However, after nearly 20 years since the “rebirth” of democracy across the continent, not much has changed in the lives of most African people. Hence, the paper argues that while democratization appears to have benefited some societal institutions, e. g., the mass media, large communities of Africa remain largely untouched. 

In our audit of the democratic project, we assess the progress and pitfalls of the democratic transition in Africa by juxtaposing four key presuppositions of democracy against selected indices of human progress and development compiled from secondary data. The indices consist of: (1) the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) Human Development Index (HDI) and (2) data from the World Democratic Audit. The four presuppositions of democracy examined in this paper include:

1. Democracy correlates with higher score on the Human Development Index.

2. Democracy correlates with higher degree of press freedom

3. Democracy correlates with lower levels of corruption.

4. Democratic peace theory which proposes that liberal democracies rarely make war with

 one another.

We conclude that the key assumptions of democracy are yet to be fulfilled in many aspects of the human condition in Africa. Ideally, democracy provides a mechanism for functional electoral processes in a country. However, its mandate is much broader than elections and transitions in governance; it is a system that provides ways of dealing with the human condition so that people live relatively happier and healthier lives. In the face of the continent’s myriad of socio-political problems, it is not unreasonable to speculate that the democratic project in Africa is yet to fulfill its presuppositions. 

(12)

The Use of Deliberative Processes and Parliamentary Rhetoric in Nigeria: Legislative Comedy or Legislative Communication?
Ufo Uzodike and Olumuyiwa Babatunde Amao
University Of Kwazulu-Natal, Pietermaritzburg, South Africa 
There has been a raging debate on the place of complex grammatical expressions and rhetoric in the process of advancing legislative discourse in the polity. In Nigeria, history is replete with examples of serving and former parliamentarians, who have employed the use of complex vocabulary in the course of the discharge of their legislative duties. This paper seeks to appraise the use of language and complex vocabularies in the process of contributing to legislative discourse by lawmakers in Nigeria. It seeks to evaluate the usage of such grammar and the ability of such expressions to convey the intended message to the members of the legislature and the general public. This paper adopts the ‘Participationist’ and the ‘Deliberationist’ school of thought as its conceptual framework. The Participationists’ school holds the opinion, on the one hand, that what determines public virtue is usually a function of the peoples’ direct and sustained involvement in public affairs irrespective of its form or conventional basis. The Deliberationists’ school of thought, on the other hand, emphasizes more on how virtue laden discussions leading to choices are, the focus is on how quiet, reflective, open to a wide range of evidence and respective of other views, an opinion is. The study revealed that the major purpose of communication is to pass information across to the audience in the simplest possible manner, and opines that whenever there is a missing link between the message and its delivery, the essence of such communication stands defeated. The paper in its conclusion reiterates the misconception on the part of the general public on the real motive behind the usage of such expressions and the lessons people derive from the communication. It recommends for a balance of idea and understanding between the ‘sender’ and the ‘receiver’ of the message.

(13)
The Concept of Africana Womanism in the Rhetorics of Nigerian Politicians: Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala on TED

Nkechi Mbakwe

Pan-African University, Lagos, Nigeria
TED stands for Technology, Entertainment, and Design. It is a nonprofit endeavor owned by the Sapling Foundation devoted to “ideas worth spreading.” It started out in 1984 as a conference bringing together people from different disciplines aiming for synergistic effects. Since then its scope has become much broader. Along with two annual conferences, TED inter alia encompasses the award‐winning TEDTalks video website. 
This platform showcases a global range of public figures to an international audience. Amongst

The Nigerian speakers are Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Newton Aduaka, Chris Abani, and Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala. 
Within a period of three months Nigeria’s Minister of Finance and Coordinating Minister for the Economy delivered two speeches addressing a predominantly white public on African business opportunities and the so-called development aid. She manages to paint a rather personal, bright, and very female image of present-day-Nigeria by adhering to the principles of Pan- Africanism. The speaker thus formulates a radical position that applies to the notion of Africana Womanism. This paper therefore explores the Okonjo-Iweala’s feminist rhetoric within a broader post‐colonial setting. The methodology coined by Cleonora Hudson-Weems hereby functions as a theoretical concept defining a paradigm shift which offers an alternative to accustomed forms of feminism however deeply rooted within the African culture as well as the concept of Afrocentrism characterized by affirmation and engagement.

(14)

The rhetoric of transformation and sustainable development in African cities in the era of change: The case of Durban, South Africa

Ambrose A. Adebayo

University of KwaZulu-Natal, Durban, South Africa

Spatial policies and interventions that focus on promoting sustainable city development from the end of the 20th century in South Africa have been informed by two main underlying imperatives. First, there has been an urgent need to positively transform the apartheid legacy of socio-economic spatial disequilibrium along racial lines in cities. Secondly, the intensification of economic global linkages and integration in the era of globalization has also meant that the spatial structure of cities has to be responsive to new rules of competitiveness in the era of economic change regardless of the localized need for political transformation. These spatial imperatives for South African cities in the era of social, political and economic transformation are articulated in various government policy documents which agitate for the integration and transformation of city spaces to promote sustainable development. This paper empirically evaluates the socio-economic spatial imprint of this policy discourse in South Africa, using the case study of Durban. Based on various strategic architectural and urban design projects, the paper argues that the policy discourse of sustainable city transformation is nothing but ‘mere rhetoric’, as it is not being successfully articulated in architectural, urban design and housing spatial interventions. Transformation for sustainable development in strategic urban design and architectural spatial intervention projects is still at crossroads, as socio-economic integration is being relegated to the background by market forces of free enterprise and class relations.  The paper recommends a way forward to address the policy claims in respect of sustainable development. 

(15)

From Reformist to Pugnacious Rhetoric: Julius Malema versus the Hegemony of the ANC Political Leadership in South Africa

Adeoye Akinola, Tolulope Adeogun and Oluwaseun Tella
University of KwaZulu-Natal, Pietermaritzburg Campus, South Africa
Aside the rivalry displayed by the African National Congress (ANC) and Democratic Alliance (DA) during election, no other rivalry has attracted much media coverage, scholarly discourse and public debates in the contemporary South African politics than the feud between President Zuma-led political leadership and Julius Malema-led ANC Youth League. Julius Malama has been accused by the ANC, severally, of defacing the ruling party and publicly insulting President Zuma. The verbal attacks on the Presidency led to an initial suspension of Malema and his eventual expulsion from the ANC. The sheer display of rhetorical prowess by Malema exacerbates the crisis and generates more attention. Therefore, the study examines the crux of the vexed Malema leadership within the ANC, particularly the ANC Youth League. Additionally, it seeks to understand the influence of his oratorical power on the South African political environment, and assesses how this relates to the question of political leadership in South Africa. The interconnection between political leadership and rhetoric, in the context of this paper, centers on the collective distortion of intra-party disputes by political leaders, which serves as a mechanism for mobilizing constituents to a particular cause.

Keywords: Political Leadership, Rhetoric, ANC, Malema.

(16)

An Investigation into the Roles of Mass Media in the Entrenchment of Democracy in Nigeria: With Particular Reference of Fourth Republic.
Peniel Adisa
Emmanuel Alayande College of Education, Oyo State, Nigeria
As generally known that the roles of mass media in the entrenchment of democracy in any society can not be underestimated, yet with the existence and availability of various kinds and types of media there are still some pellucid happenings which raises questions in the minds of ideal Political observers and participants in these countries,   Nigeria inclusive. These questions include: Are the media truly independent of their stake holders? Do media workers carry out their duties according to the ethics of the profession? Could Nigerian Legislatures pass Freedom Of Information (F. O. I.) bill? e. t. c. Therefore, this paper critically examines the roles of the Mass Media in the establishment and consolidation of Democracy in Nigeria. Questionnaire was employed to elicit response from the respondents and paired T-test was used to analyse and interpret the data collected. The paper concludes by making some recommendations such as; Media (houses and workers) be given total freedom by the stake holders, Media workers need to perform their roles according to the ethics of the profession, Nigerian Legislatures pass Freedom Of Information (F.O.I.) bill to allow these people to be able to carry out their duties/roles as expected without fear or favour. 

(17)

Rhetoric, Financial Crisis and Africa

Paul Onifade
Solicitor-Advocate (England & Wales)

Rhetoric is the study of effective speaking and writing and the art of persuasion amongst others. It is the calculated assemblage of words to achieve a specific purpose in a targeted audience. Behind rhetoric is logos, a thought or an idea and there can be no rhetoric without a sound idea. Whilst Africa’s history has not been always backward, the recent centuries have shown it to be lacking in progressive policy and implementation capabilities. The current financial crises portend a further danger as foreign investors may discontinue investments in Africa because of the on-going recession in the Eurozone and elsewhere. In the process of proposing that a rhetorical articulation of clear political and economic ideas might prove useful in assisting Africa in these dire times, I shall examine how the British rhetoric of economics as well as of war contributed significantly to the success of the Great British Empire where it was said the sun never set; and how its rhetorical bluffs and threats swung open unprecedented doors in international trade. Furthermore, it will argue that for rhetoric to yield dividends in the present state of Africa’s finance there must be a narrative, a concept and an idea. In Africa, we need to understand that mere appellation of titles and wonderful phrases in themselves do not bring about results. Lagos State of Nigeria for example designates herself as the “Centre of Excellence” but is it truly excellent and if so, by which comparator? Finally it will discuss two ideas which can form a framework for Africa’s rhetoric in the context of its economic crisis. These are the concept of leadership and power structures in Africa and the emerging doctrine of State Capitalism.

(18)
VIDEO PRESENTATION: Sapele: The Lost Jewel of the Niger Delta ****
Ambrose Uchenunu

Western Delta University, Oghara, Delta State, Nigeria
Sitting on the Ethiope River, Sapele was once a beehive of importation of industrial goods and exportation of produce, particularly timber. Then across the river Ethiope, were ships berth majestically waiting to load or drop off their consignments. The African Timber and Plywood (AT&P) company which according to Encyclopaedia Britannica, was the largest wood manufacturing company in West Africa had the company swarming with workers and traders from different socio-cultural background in and outsides the shores of Nigeria.

The labour market as well as the trading opportunity soon attracted people with multifarious attitude, and crime and prostitution took sway. In the midst of these, lying quietly beneath the soil was oil. Just like civilisation keep shifting from continent to continent, the crusade for oil exploration soon brought enough trouble to the erstwhile booming town. Shell pitched its tent in Warri causing an initial Exodus of jobseekers and service companies from around neighbouring towns into Warri. This obviously dealt Sapele a blow, which was exacerbated by the Warri refinery. Oil wells discovered in and around Sapele are piped to the Warri refinery, opening the floodgates to Exodus, and the town of Sapele fell.

This documentary will investigate the effect of the decline of Sapele and how this vibrant town seem to have been forgotten by government. The major road entrances from the A2 east west road is shrouded in smoke from coal making, undermining respiratory infections and global warming from green house gasses. The government is either paying lip services or just turned blind eye to this catastrophic engagement. It will also look at waste disposal and oil spillage from broken pipes across the Ethiope River which may be having a toll on marine live and swamp vegetation.    
(19)

Rhetoric, Democracy and Democratization in Africa

Ibrahim Abiodun Adebimpe and Saidu Olaniran Raheem
Emmanuel Alayande College of Education, Oyo State, Nigeria
Africa has once been described as desert for democracy. But the third wave of democracy spreading through Africa in the 1990s has left the country with some fundamentals of democracy. While some would refer to Africa’s democracy project as electoral or procedural, others would refer to it as democratization or ideal one. Thus, observers have identifies the disjunction between the democratic self-definition that Africa leaders assume, and their practice of democracy. Relying on secondary sources of data to analyze issues on ground, this paper argues that there is a wide gap between what Africa leaders preach as democracy and an ideal democracy. It also argues that the data on ground do not support the much more touted dividends of democracy as claimed by African leaders. Finally the paper questions whether the way African Leaders practice democracy has affected the life of the citizenry positively or has improved their welfare is a myth. The paper therefore recommends, among others, that the development of patriotic zeal and inculcation of political will by African leaders as well as the political orientation of the masses demand good governance from their leaders would go a long way in closing the gaps between democracy rhetoric and entrenchment of democratic values I the continent.

Keywords: Democracy, democratization, democratic, consolidation.  

(20) 
Media Interrogation of Political Responses to Climate Change in Nigeria, 1999-2003

Meshach Ofuafor

Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria

The dawn of a new political era in Nigeria since 1999 has provoked debates in the media on a wide range of issues from social security, foreign policy, drug trafficking, money laundering, terrorism, child trafficking, slave labour to climate change. Thus, the articulation of views on this platform has in turn become a subject of intellectual discussion. This is against the backdrop of perceived media bias in the reportage of some issues that are considered as no ‘go areas’. In light of the foregoing, the paper seeks to examine the extent to which the media in Nigeria interrogated political responses to issues of climate change after the advent of democratic rule in 1999. In addition, the paper will investigate the extent to which the media was able to deploy its methods/strategies of educating and informing society on environment issues as measures which were also used to gauge political responses to climate change. The paper will do this within the context of desk research and minimal oral interviews with three scholars of the environment. The findings reveal that the media in Nigeria has not effectively interrogated political responses to climate change for reasons based on partisanship, lack of knowledge of environment issues, and distortion of facts. 

(21) 
Speech Writing, Oratory and Public Identity

John Emike Acheoah 
Ajayi Crowther University, Oyo, Oyo State, Nigeria.

Speech writing is not just a mechanical process; it presupposes elements of creativity as it has assumed the dimension of an art.The paper presents “oratory” and “rhetoric” as inseparable concepts. Rhetoric is an ancient stylistic practice; for over two millennia, it was a training course in effective public speech. In contemporary scholarship, rhetoric is the anchorage of both linguistic and communicative competence; speakers deviate from the formal properties of language, to pragma-stylistic choices that are germane to topic, audience and occasion. In this paper, we posit that the public identity of the person who writes or delivers a public speech, is in the quality of speech written or delivered respectively. However, the thrust of the paper is to locate the “utilitarianism” or functional potency of speech writing, oratory and public identity within the climes of political leadership in Africa.

(22)

Remaking Africa: Political Leadership with an Architectonic Apparatus

Segun Ige

African Association for Rhetoric (AAR)

African states have been riddled with all sorts of malaise and challenges which range from corruption, to incessant warfare, coup d’etat, and weakened infrastructure. Transformation has become a major project in almost all sectors of society and across several countries in Africa and beyond. The idea of Transformation suggests a departure from the status quo and a conscious search for a possible and workable alternative. George Kelly (1963) in his advance of the theory of constructive alternativism asserts that change is possible if a new set of instructions is instituted. In relation to political leadership, Tullis, drawing on Woodrow Wilson’s performance as President of the United States of America, suggests that the transformation of the political domain is possible through the adoption of what he termed rhetorical presidency. McKeon has long established that rhetoric is an ‘architectonic productive art’ and constitutes one of the key elements in nation building processes, whereas in practical terms, policy rhetoric has proved to be rather problematic for most leadership structures on the continent. This paper undertakes the ambitious task of proposing a framework for the role and integration of rhetoric into a transformation process. I have dubbed this theory: constructive rhetorical instrumentalism. Gleaning from the shared experiences of the African people, I shall broach a debate around the theory in order to establish its validity.
(23)

Rethoricizing Democracy, Freedom and the Politics of Security in Nigeria: Towards Reconciling a Chaotic Order
Obinna Innocent Ihunna

Federal University of Technology, Owerri, Imo State, Nigeria
Freedom and Public Security are, undeniably, core concerns in all societies. However, it assumes greater significance in Democratic Orders where people’s fate cannot be adjudged by any other more crucial parameter than the amount and quality of freedom and security that exists to help their individual and collective striving for the good life. Thus recurrent perturbations to freedom and security constitute issues of importance as both tend to suggest the possibility or impossibility of a virile State – citizen relations. Stripped of complexities of philosophical renditions, freedom hardly negates the idea of self restraint since the very idea of society do not approximate Robinson Crusoe, a solely privileged occupant of an Island whose whims and caprices must be exerted on self alone. Thus the fact or reality of restraint compels us to permit the interventions of government in particularly offering regulations in order to streamline character and conducts of both citizens and the managers of state power alike; the latter is often forgotten or taken for granted. Against the afore stated backdrop, we attempt in this intervention to examine extant claims of the Nigerian State in respect of functioning and facilitating democracy, freedom and public security beyond mere ‘loud speak’. We argue that the reality of adequate and sufficing politics of security in Nigeria remains a mirage so long as the citizenry continue to be hemmed in on all sides by a series of embarrassing claims of pathological cleavages that not only contest state sovereignty, but also situate to bring the state to plead for its affection. Essentially, we interrogate the meaninglessness of a democracy that defines itself in terms of institutionalization of chaos rather than order as has become the lot of the Nigerian State.
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Political Polemic of godfathers’ and godsons’ in Bolaji Amusan’s film, Baba Gomina (Governor’s father)

Hameed Olutoba Lawal
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Godfaherism in politics which implies the act of using influence and affluence to sponsor candidates for elective positions with the aim of recouping the gains of the investment in contracts and appointments is as old as the game of political power in Nigeria. However, the negative effect of this phenomenon in Nigerian polity manifested more in the fourth republic precisely, the year 2003 to 2007. The attempt of some the godfathers to teleguide their godsons in awarding contracts and appointments as a compensation for manipulating the electoral process in their favour almost mar the gradual restoration of democratic culture in Nigeria. This scenario was glaringly dramatised in Anambra and Oyo states of Nigeria where the godfathers and godsons engage themselves in a war of attrition as depicted in ‘kangaroo’ impeachment process and use of political thugs and loyalists to terrorise. Enactment of this socio-political conflict in Bolaji Amusan’s ‘Baba Gomina’ and the challenges it poses to good governance is what informs this paper.
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Humans, Cockroaches, Ants and Leadership: An Appraisal of the Absurdist World of Tewfik al-Hakim’s Fate of a Cockroach

Stephen O. Solanke 


Ajayi Crowther University, Oyo State, Nigeria
It has been posited that leadership is meant to positively influence the lives of the led. To be at this level, the leaders who become ‘gods’ in leadership positions use all avenues of rhetoric and or are instituted as leaders due to the narrow-minded and erroneously believed myths of the led. Fate of a Cockroach by Tewfik al-Hakim (an Egyptian) examines the different types of leadership – family, economic, political, religious, sexual and cultural – through the mixed and convoluted absurdist dramatic world of humans and animals (categorised into cockroaches and ants). The work, a reflection and refraction of and on the Egyptian government and people (the leaders and the led), shows effects and signs of misplaced usage and applications of rhetoric and logic. It is a symbolic representation of what goes on not only on the Egyptian political, economic and religious leadership landscape but also on the world stage. Tewfik al-Hakim advocates for a total change in the lives of the leaders so that the led can have better and meaningful lives at every facet of life development through the rhetoric and logic of communalism.

(26)

Intrigues of the Word: Counter-faces of Writing and Speaking in Public Addresses of High State Officials in Nigeria
Emevwo Biakolo  
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High state officials such as the national president and state governors often deliver public addresses scripted by others. Those who perform this task may be called professional speech writers since they are sometimes hired solely for this function. This situation leads to a number of issues in the rhetorical relationship between speaking and writing. At the textual level, the divergences in the strategies required for a successful speech as against successful writing may result in dissonant communication. Secondly,  the structural (hierarchical) relationship between rhetor and writer implies a corridor of uncertainty as to who manages this process, and therefore who is to be held accountable for victory or defeat in the encounter with the audience, since the writer typically has no control over the event once the script is handed over to the principal. This in turn has consequences, from a performance point of view, as knowledgeable audiences negotiate between the sound bites they hear and their awareness of the scratch marks made by the hidden hand of the writer. Unpacking this web of intrigues around the formation of the performance text requires methodological care. Our approach is to use a cocktail of instruments that include key informant interviews, focus-group discussions, and documentary evidence. At the same time, for analytical purposes, two presidential and two gubernatorial addresses (in written and oral forms) will be deployed as cases to reveal the textual and performance tensions between the art of writing and the art of speaking what is written.
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Towards a Development Rhetoric for Nigeria’s Political Class
Austin Tam-George
Pan-African University, Lagos, Nigeria

After over fifty years of leadership failure and divisive politics in Nigeria, there is tremendous hunger for a different kind of politics and rhetoric from the country’s political elite. In place of the rhetoric of ethnicity and regionalism, politicians are increasingly challenged to provide a vision that collectivizes rather divides the people. At the core of this challenge is a rhetorical practice that places emphasis on development of the country, the entrenchment of accountable leadership, and the rule of law. This paper provides an outline and suggests some essential features of a “Development Rhetoric” for politicians across party lines in Nigeria.
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Rhetoric without End: A Literary Negotiation of the Political Speeches of Presidents Goodluck Jonathan and Barack Obama

James Tar Tsaaior
Pan-African University, Lagos, Nigeria
Political speeches are usually invested with rhetorical strategies by political subjects as a stylistic imperative for meaningfully engaging and productively penetrating the cognitive sensibilities of their audiences. These rhetorical strategies function mainly as a viable sieve for re/presenting the constructed images of the politicians in diverse publics as an agency for connecting with the people. However, these political speeches do not harbour the same kind of impact as speeches quite often yield the personality behind them. Politicians, it is my argument in this paper, are what their speeches delineate them in the public eye. This is why such speeches constitute veritable official events and confer political capital or liability on the subjectivities involved. It is, therefore, possible to isolate an effective and purposeful political leadership from a failed one using their speeches as an analytic paradigm. In this paper, I attempt a comparativist negotiation of the political speeches of Presidents Goodluck Jonathan of Nigeria and Barack Obama of the United States paying particular attention to how they deploy literary/aesthetic approaches as rhetorical foregrounds in connecting with their audiences. I will use President Jonathan’s 2012 Democracy Day Speech and President Obama’s 2008 Acceptance Speech as analytic categories. My conclusion is that there is a marked difference in the deployment of rhetorical strategies by the two presidents. This is informed largely by the differences in their constitutive audiences and national circumstances but more fundamentally in the articulation of their visions through peculiar stylistic features and possibilities.
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Chop-I-Chop Philosophy: The Ironic Language of Modern Day Nigerian Politics in Chris Anyokwu’s Homecoming

Tayo Olufolabi
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Power tussle in Nigerian politics has become a critical issue of discussion for the country’s 21st century writers. Politics which is the struggle, acquisition, retention and the exercise of power has birthed greed, inhumanity and torture to the people of Nigeria. Chris Anyokwu’s Homecoming examines the socio-political realities in the Nigerian environment. Honesty and servitude are no longer the virtues of a good leader but lies, thuggery and immorality are honoured and celebrated. The world of Anyokwu’s Homecoming is a mad world of anarchy, farce, and the death of human freedom. This work utilizes the absurdist theory which shows the textual environment as non- conformist and convoluted with the idea that the world of Nigerian politics is unchanging in its laisser-faire situation. Anyokwu advocates for a political world in need of change. Anyokwu’s Homecoming, therefore, preaches for a change in the political landscape of the country.
